BY ORDER OF THE  SHAH

They too tore off their golden shields until a goodly pile
lay upon the floor of the banqueting hall. This gesture
not only displayed faith in the marvellous new animal,
but was a pretty compliment, for hair upon the face was
greatly esteemed, and the owners risked much by exposing
it. Why, one John de Castro, a famous Governor of Goa,
in order to raise a loan from the citizens, offered as security
one of his highly prized moustaches, which was instantly
honoured as the pledge of a gentleman.

"The merchant, overjoyed to have concluded so excel-
lent a bargain for his friend the widow, accepted the offer.
Shortly afterwards, having sold his remaining merchandise,
he loaded the gold upon his ship, weighed anchor, and
steered a homeward course. On his arrival, he hastened
to acquaint the widow of her fortune. She hardly believed
her ears. Straightway upon perceiving the narrative of
the trader to bear the tangible imprint of truth, she sent to
her sons, telling them of her luck. In rude haste they came
to enjoy her considerable wealth, taking her to their island,
and starting a shipping trade themselves, founded with her
riches.

"Such was their business acumen that they not only
had merchandise entrusted to them; but twelve whole ships,
filled to the brim, joined their fleet for safe convoy.
Callously, they slew the owners, appropriated the ships,
and then purchased all the cats in Arabia, taking them to
Persia, where each fetched a Shah's ransom.

"Thus came the cat to my country, which, thought the
schoolboy, gained its name from the cat's purr."

His story over, the D.P. nicely asleep, our appetite
whetted, we told Rumi of another theory about the origin
of the cat.

"Certain peoples," we said, "declare that Christ and
Muhammad had an argument. History does not relate
the subject of the discussion, nor does it say how Muham-
mad> who lived over six hundred years after Christ,
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